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It's probably best to remove all contents from the table before
playing Dreidel (or just use the floor). Also, here's the actual

Table of Contents for this booklet.
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Spinsights

b Since Minhag Yisroel (Jewish custom) is
considered Torah, then just as there are 70 sides to
Torah, there are also 70 sides to Jewish customs.
(Pinchas of Koretz)

B The Tzaddikim of old had the custom
of playing [gamesl on  Chanukah..
..This is an expression
of lowering themselves
down to a level of
smallness, in order to
ascend to the next
level. This process is
an example of descent
for the purpose of
ascent, because on
Chanukah we ascend
from level to level... (4]

(Noson of Breslov)

B It is Minhag Yisroel to arrange special Jewish
activities for Jewish children during Chanukah....
..The common denominator and the core
significance of all of these Jewish customs is
to strengthen and reveal even more openly the
connection between Jewish children and Judaism.
And through this the relationship between
the children and their parents and teachers is
strengthened...

(Lubavitcher Rebbe)

B Would it not be better to put these words on
huge, highly visible billboards all around the world
in order to more effectively publicize the miracle?
But from this we learn that a tiny Dreidel with
an encrypted message on it is better - as long
as it is active and spinning - than a giant, static
billboard. Because when we spin and effect

2

¥ It is minhag Yisroel (a
Jewish Custom)® to play®
Dreidel on Chanukah.

¥ Children® and adults
alike may participate in this
activity, and the Dreidel may

be of any size™ or material.
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change non-stop, Hashem makes miracles.

(‘Damesek Eliezer" of Vizhnitz)

H All miracles come from
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Moshiach descends, and
this is the symbolism of the
four letters which have the |etters Nun,
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the place  custom is to use chocolate coins)
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secret of the game, players take turns spinning

Dreidel.

(Simcha Bunim of Peshischa)

H [The letters on the Dreidell hint to all of the
mitzvos of Chanukah, which are lighting candles
and saying Hallel. Nun and Shin stand for Neros
Shemoneh (Eight Candles). Hei and Gimmel
stand for Hallel Gamor (Full Hallel).

(Pinchas of Koretz)

B And written on it is Gimmel ShaNaH (year),
because it is mentioned in books that Chanukah
is the Germar Tov (good ending) of the year.
(Tzemach Tzaddik of Vizhnitz)
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H Yavan (Greece) has the same numerical value
as Galgal (orbit, rotation), because they were
experts in astrology. But, in truth, all of the
orbits are conducted by supernal guidance, as
is mentioned in holy books that Elo-Hecha (your
G-d) has the same numerical value as Galgall.
(Sfas Emes)

@ The meaning
behind the concept
of playing with a
Dreidel upon which
is written the letters
Gimmel, Shin, Nun
and Hei, is that the

Spinsights

loses™ coins.

B the Dreidel. The letter the
Dreidel lands on determines

whether the player wins or

W If the Dreidel lands on the
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holy  Arizal  said

that mvn represents |etter Nun, the player neither

Kelipas Nogah, .

la spiritual force]l  takesnorloses any coins @ N0 N

which consists of a
combination of good
and evil [and can
be pushed in either
direction based on
human actionl. And
in this way we are like
Dreidels: sometimes
our lot is cast on Gimmel and we win, but then
afterwards we get a Shin and lose everything we
gained.

(The Klausenburger Rebbe)

l If the Dreidel lands on the letter Nun we add
money [to the potl, and not on the letter Shin®..
Because [Nunl stands for Ner (candle), through
which we add to and complete yichudim
(unifications of Divine expression).

middle.B

(Eliezer Tzvi Safrin of Komarno)

B Shin stands for Shtel (Yiddish word meaning
put or place), which means one has to add
another coin [to the potl and spin again®.

(Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Ehrenreich, the Shimloyer Rav)

¥ If the Dreidel lands on the
letter Shin, the player has to

put one of their coins into the -
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* This was interesting to me because it presents the rules of Dreidel differently than we play it today.
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B If the Dreidel lands on the letter Hei, one
takes half of the money that is there, because
throughout the year, on Rosh Chodesh (the first
day of each month) we only say half Hallel.

[This is the usual way we say Hallel, in contrast
with Chanukah when we say full Hallel]

(Eliezer Tzvi Safrin of Komarno)

B If the Dreidel lands on the letter Gimmel, it
emphasizes the fact that now, during Chanukah,
we say Hallel Gadol (big Hallel) in its entirety.
Therefore we take all of
the money that is there.
(Eliezer Tzvi Safrin of

Komarno)

B There is a legitimate
concern that [playing

Dreidell  might be middle B
considered gambling - -
oerhapsthe otherplayer W If the Dreidel lands on the

[who loses moneyl did
not give their money
wholeheartedly lin
which case, winning
their money would be
similar to stealingl.
However, when all Jews
are like one person with
one heart.. then the
concern of stealing isn't
relevant, anditis notlike
gambling. This is what
we illustrate through
doing this custom: the
great extent to which
we are all connected
through Jewish love.
(The Klausenburger Rebbe)
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W If the Dreidel lands on the
letter Hei, the player takes

half of the coins from the

letter Gimmel, the player
takes all of the coins that
are in the middle.®

¥ Once any player is left

without any coins, they

to keep all of the coins which they won.
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are ‘out’ and the game

continues without them. When only one

player is left the game is over; the last

remaining player is the winner and gets
15}
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While | was researching stuff about Dreidel, |

discovered that playfulness has been a part of
Chanukah even before Dreidels became ubiquitous.
Apparently, Rabbi Yisroel Isserlin (author of Terumas
HaDeshen), who lived in the 1400s used to ask his
students riddles on Chanukah! But the examples of
his riddles that | saw were confusing and relied on
being able to combine deep knowledge of the Talmud
with puns and gematria. Above my pay grade. BUT...
it turns out that Rabbi Yosef Chaim of Baghdad
(the Ben Ish Chai) wrote an entire book of riddles
in the 1800s! The following riddles are all from that
book. (Warning: Some of them are a little eighteen
hundredsy.)

Answers at the back of this booklet... But don't cheat!

The Miracle Cup

A person fills a cup with aliquid. Then they pour the liquid into

a second cup. Afterwards, they pour from the second cup,
back into the first cup, filling it once again. Lastly, they
fill up a third cup and a fourth cup from the second cup.
Nothing else was in the second cup except for the liquid
that was originally in the first cup. How can this be?



The Empty Basket

A person goes to the market one morning and buys something and puts it
in a basket. When they return home, they hide the basket in a room and
lock the door and keep the key with them. When they come back to check
on it later that night, the basket is empty! And it's not something that
mice or weasels would eat. How is this possible?

The Prolific Scribe

A person says that a particular sofer wrote four hundred Torah

scrolls today. He wasn't lying. How is this possible?

The Barrel of Oil

A man marries a woman on the condition that he currently has a barrel full
of oil in his house. Witnesses go to his house and see a barrel full of oil and
report their findings to the Rabbis. The Rabbis declare that the marriage is
a sofek (doubt). Why?

The Old Child

A young boy was going from house to house collecting Tzedakah. A rich
man asked the boy "How old are you?" The boy answered ‘| am eight years
old.” The rich man asked "How long have you been going from house to
house? The boy answered "Nearly nine years.” The rich man replied Fool!
You haven't even been alive that long!” What was the boy's explanation?



Every year | get super excited about playing Dreidel

and then when we do it, | remember that | really don't
like actually playing it. | know, it sounds heretical.
But | get bored very easily. So here are 8 alternative
Dreidel games that | just made up and have never

played. Good luck!

Last Dreidel Standing

All players spin their Dreidels at the same time. Whoevers Dreidel spins
the longest wins the round. Maybe they get a piece of chocolate gelt or
something. The game ends when everyone is bored or most players are

crying.

Dreidel Auction

Rather than taking turns, players bid for a chance to spin the Dreidel in
each round. The highest bidder gets to spin and potentially win the pot, but
they must pay their bid amount into the pot regardless of the outcome.

Dreidel Challenges

! Assign a challenge to each side of the Dreidel (e.g., sing
a song, do a dance, tell a joke). When a player spins and
lands on a specific side, they must complete the

, corresponding challenge. All other players reward

them with chocolate gelt depending on how much

\ \ I they liked it.
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Dreidel Swap

Each player starts with a unique-colored Dreidel. When a player spins a
particular result, they can exchange their Dreidel with another player's
Dreidel, adding a strategic twist. (An Al made this one up. | don't have any
idea what it's saying. Give it atry!)

Driddle

Before spinning, players must answer a riddle posed by the previous
spinner. If they answer correctly, they get to spin. If not, they have to skip
their turn and the riddle gets passed on to the next player.

(This will likely just make the game longer and even more boring. But hey, |
had to figure out 8 of these.)

Rock Paper Dreidel

Two players each contribute chocolate gelt to the pot and
then spin at the same time. Gimmel beats Hei, Hei beats
Shin, Shin beats Gimmel. If either player gets a Nun it's an
automatic draw. Winner takes the pot.

Scoredel

All players spin at the same time and get ten spins. Nun=0 points, Hei=1
point, Gimmel=2 points, Shin=-1point. Each player adds up their points
and the player with the most points wins.

Hey, it's that Dreidel!

Pick the strangest or ugliest Dreidel your family has and hide it somewhere.
Whoever finds it hides it again.
(This could go on way past Chanukah)



"Aqoq D SD JaY Y3IM Wiy %003} pup Wiy

Y3IM Jupubaid som ays 3|Iym yoypopsaz| pa3os||od JaYjoud s Aoq ay] HsmMsuy
PI'YO PIO @41

193oM 3y Jo doy uo buipoyj4 10 sulos poy

AJuo puD J330M JO ||N} SOM 1 41 JO ‘|10 JO [|N} A||ONIOD SOM [a.110] 34} J9Y3ayM
aujwIR)ap A|gpI[a1 J0U PJNOD PUD [3140g 34} MDS AJUO S3SSBUYIM 3| {SMSUY
11O jo |314pg 3Yy]L

(o] Pisog bAPg Aqg pasidsul usaq aADY 03 swess 9|ppl siy]) edod
Jo 9291d b UO §|[0J2S YO0} PaIpuNny IN0yJ, SPIOM Sy} 930IM J3J0S 3| {SMSUY

3qudg d131]014 Y]

"(3PY3 Uouaw 03 J0b10y | Aliog ‘0bp siDsA QgL Ay

WJOJ4 SI 9|PPU SIY3) J00]4 3IP 843 OJUl PSYDOS USY] PUD 39%SPq dY3 Ul S9|oy
a3 ybnouyy payps| Uusyy pup pajdwl 3 jMous Jybnoq uosiad ay] uamsuy
Wyspg Ardwg ay)

'sdna |pianss |1} 03 ybnous suun|on s3i buispaioul 31 diym
Asyj ‘dno puooss syj ojul y1 bulinod usyy 'seyiym bbs si pinbi| sy uemsuy

dn) sapa1ly 3y

This publication may be shared freely.

Visit Creative Judaism.com for more
content and to subscribe to email updates.

Subscribe to YouTube.com/®@creativejudaism

CREATIVE
a7
T
A

for the Parshah Rabbit Hole.

© 2023 CreativeJudaism.com


http://www.CreativeJudaism.com
http://YouTube.com/@creativejudaism

	Things to Think About
	Introduction

